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New Taxonomic Order 
 Family  Tetraviridae 
 Genus   Betatetravirus 
 Type Species    
 Species in the Genus   Thosea asigna virus (TaV) 
      Dasychira pudibunda virus (DpV) 
 Tentative Species in the Genus   
 Unassigned Species in the family  
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 Thosea asigna virus (TaV) 
 Dasychira pudibunda virus (DpV) 
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In relation to the viruses currently known as SaV and CpV, the proposal will restore consistency 
between the ICTV Report species list and the scientific literature.  Setothosea asigna virus was 
originally named Thosea asigna virus (Reinganum et al., 1978) after the then name of its host, Thosea 
asigna van Eecke (Lepidoptera: Limacodidae.) and retained this name until the VIth Report.  After the 
host was renamed Setothosea asigna van Eecke (Holloway, 1986), the virus was renamed Setothosea 
asigna virus for the VIIth report.  However, recent publications describing the genome sequence of this 
virus (Pringle et al., 1999, 2001: Gorbalenya et al., 2002) and reviews (Gordon and Hanzlik, 1998; 
Hanzlik and Gordon 1997) have continued to use the original name of the virus.  In order to satisfy the 
principle that virus names be enduring and not affected by changes to host name, and to ensure 
continuity of the virological literature, it is proposed to restore the original name of the virus in the 
VIIIth report.  This will avoid further discrepancies between the ICTV Report and the scientific 
literature.  A similar revision of name is proposed for Calliteara pudibunda virus, formerly known as 
Dasychira pudibunda virus until the host was renamed. 
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Betatetraviridae 

Setothosea asigna virus (SaV) and Calliteara 
pudibunda virus (CpV)  

mailto:Karl.Gordon@csiro.au


References 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annexes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reinganum, C., Robertson, J.S. and Tinsley, T.W. (1978).  A new group of RNA viruses from insects.  J. 
Gen. Virol. 40, 195-202.  

Gorbalenya, A.E., Pringle, F.M., Zeddam, J.-L., Luke, B.T., Cameron, C.E., Kalmakoff, J., Hanzlik, 
T.N., Gordon, K.H.J. and Ward, V.K.  (2002).  The palm subdomain-based active site is internally 
permuted in viral RNA-dependent RNA polymerases of an ancient lineage.  J. Mol. Biol. 324, 47-62.  

Gordon, K.H.J. and Hanzlik, T.N. (1998).  Tetraviruses  .  In The Insect Viruses. ed. L. K. Miller and L. 
A. Ball,  pp. 269-299. Plenum Publ. Corp., New York.  

Grace, T.D.C and Mercer, E.H. (1965).  A new virus of the saturniid Antherea eucalypti (Scott).  J. 
Invertebr. Pathol., 7, 241-4.  

Hanzlik, T.N. and Gordon, K.H.J. (1997).  The Tetraviridae.  Adv. Virus Res., 48. 101-168.  
Holloway, J.D. (1986).  The moths of Borneo.  Part I. Key to families; Families Cossidae, Metarbelidae, 

Ratardidae, Dudgeoneidae, Epipyropidae and Limacodidae.  Malayan Nature Journal, 40: 1/2, 165pp.  
Pringle, F.M., Gordon, K.H.J. Hanzlik, T.N, Kalmakoff, J, Scotti, P.D.  and Ward, V.K. (1999).  A 

novel capsid expression strategy for Thosea asigna virus, a member of the Tetraviridae.  J. Gen. 
Virol., 80, 1855-63. 

Pringle, F.M., Kalmakoff, J. and Ward, V.K. (2001).  Analysis of the capsid processing strategy of 
Thosea asigna virus using baculovirus expression of virus-like particles.  J. Gen. Virol., 82, 259–266.  

Pringle, F.M., Johnson, K.N., Goodman, C.L., McIntosh, A.H. and Ball, L.A. (2003).  Providence virus: 
a new member of the Tetraviridae that infects cultured insect cells.  Virology, 306, 359-370. 


	Template for Taxonomic Proposal to the ICTV Executive Committee
	Species in the Genus   Thosea asigna virus (TaV)

	Thosea asigna virus (TaV)
	Betatetraviridae
	Setothosea asigna virus (SaV) and Calliteara pudibunda virus (CpV)
	Tetraviridae

